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began extremely early, Immediately after the conclusion of the Christmas
festivals. Hardly had the new year begun when the Orthodox Church started
on this series of services.
During Lent the Orthodox Church gives much sustenance to the soul of man
tormented by contradictions and iirst of all calls upon him to renounce self-
delusion by personal vanity, and imaginary sinlessness, compelling the faithful
always to begin with repentance. The prayers "Lord and Master of my life"
and "Open Thou the gates of repentance" are frequently read and sung at the
Lenten services. During these clays and at these services the Orthodox Church
exhorts the faithful to be ever mindful of their holy duty to their country, calling
upon them to hate the enemies of the Fatherland and blessing every faithful son
of his native land to accomplish heroic deeds on the battlefield. During Lent
the Orthodox Church chants: "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea,
we wept," and proclaims: **O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed,
happy shall he be that dashes thy little ones against the stones" (Psalm 137).
This year, as last year, the Moscow churches were crowded with worshippers,
especially those who were fasting and preparing for communion daring Lent.
All were anxious to make confession and partake of the Sacrament. There
were so many who wished to prepare for communion that the priests were
compelled to administer the Sacraments even during the Liturgies of Pre-
sanctified Gifts on Wednesdays and Fridays. On the other days on which
communion is customary, especially on certain Saturdays, there were so many
communicants in the larger churches that the service began at 6.30 a.m. and
ended at 4 or 5 p.m.
The question of midnight services was keenly felt in all the Orthodox parishes
of Moscow. While the services on Friday and Saturday of Holy Week allowed
of a certain compromise in fixing the time of their celebration, the Easter service
at midnight would have lost all its enchantment if its time were changed and
might cause worshippers involuntarily to break the law if it should be impossible
for everyone to be Inside the church.
The administrator of the Moscow Orthodox Church, the energetic, ex-
perienced and calm Nicholas Yarushevitch, the Metropolitan of Kiev and
Galicia, who was, In the absence of the Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna,
managing the affairs of the Orthodox Church of Moscow, proposed a uniform
fixing of the time of the Easter services in all the Orthodox churches of Moscow.
Holy Week came on, and its last days were passing. The Metropolitan Nicholas
on his own Initiative warned the parishes to take all steps to ensure the strictest
observance of all night-time regulations. The Orthodox of Moscow, living in
siege conditions, experienced a keen anxiety over the question of the traditional
and solemn celebration of the midnight service. Suddenly at 6 a.m. on the
Saturday, 4 April, the morning news started with the unexpected announcement
of the orders of the Commandant of Moscow permitting the citizens freedom
of movement in Moscow during the night from the 4th to the 5th of April.
The Metropolitan Nicholas immediately announced to all the Orthodox parishes
that Easter would be everywhere celebrated in the traditional way at midnight.
The joy of the Orthodox of Moscow, who had been satisfied In their most
ardent wishes, knew no bounds. Everyone with one voice expressed their thanks
to the Soviet Government which In so simple and kind a way had generously
granted the general wish of the Orthodox population. The faithful, with peace
and satisfaction in their hearts, started preparing for the festival.
At 7 o'clock in the evening on Saturday, in the clear spring twilight, I went